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 Our Commitment to FarmShare 
 

For the third consecutive summer, First Baptist 
Church of Mount Holly is reaffirming its dedication to 
the local community by participating in the 
FarmShare program. This vital initiative, a 
partnership between the Mount Holly Farmers 
Market and a coalition of area churches, directly 
combats food insecurity by providing fresh, locally 
grown produce to families in need. 
 
First Baptist Churchôs involvement extends beyond 
financial contributions. We actively participate in 
identifying families and individuals facing food 
challenges, as well as packing and delivering the 
boxes of fresh food. This hands-on approach has 
made the FarmShare program a cornerstone of our 
local mission work. 
 
Reflecting on the past two summers of participation, 
FarmShare has been a "profound" experience within 
our community, encouraging a deeper connection 
with our neighbors and offering tangible support to 
those who need it most. 
 
The FarmShare program is a collaborative effort that 
highlights the strength of community partnerships. 
By connecting local farmers with families in need, the 
program not only provides nutritious food but also 
supports the local agricultural economy. 
 
This yearôs FarmShare distribution dates are 
scheduled for Saturday, July 19, and Saturday, August 
23. The Deacons and the Circle of Faith are 
coordinating our churchôs efforts.  If you are aware of 
a family who would find the food helpful, please 
contact Suzanne Griffin by July 14.  
 
As the program enters its third summer, we are 
inviting folks in our congregation and the community 
to consider how everyone can support this impactful 
initiative. Opportunities to partner in this effort will 
be detailed as they become available. 
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The Enduring Power of Our Sacred Stories 

Ever notice how a good story just sticks with you? Long after we forget facts and 
figures, a powerful story stays with us. Itôs no surprise, then, that storytelling is at the 
very heart of our faith. 

The Christian faith is one steeped in story. Itôs the grand narrative of Godôs love and 
redemption, woven through the lives of ordinary, flawed, and faithful people from the 
first page of scripture to the last. This overarching story provides the framework for 
our own stories, giving them meaning and purpose. When we share our experiences, 
we are, in essence, adding our own small but significant thread to this eternal tapestry. 

Jesus understood the power of a well-told narrative. He didnôt primarily lecture or 
present abstract theological concepts. Instead, He told parablesðsimple, relatable 
stories that drew from everyday lives of his listeners. The Parable of the Sower is a 
story of seeds and soil that continues to teach us about the condition of our hearts and 
our receptiveness to God. These stories arenôt just memorable; they are transformative, 
inviting listeners to see themselves, their world, and God in a new light. 

Our own stories, our personal testimonies, hold a similar power. When we share how 
God has worked in our livesðoffering comfort in times of sorrow, guidance in 
moments of confusion, or strength in the face of trialðwe are doing more than just 
recounting events. We are offering a tangible glimpse of a living, active God. 

In the book of John, after Jesus heals a man born blind, the man is questioned by the 
Pharisees. He doesnôt engage in a theological debate. His response is simple and 
powerful: ñOne thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!ò (John 9:25). This is the 
essence of a powerful testimony. Itôs a personal and undeniable account of 
transformation that can resonate more deeply than the most eloquent sermon. 

In our own church community, there are countless stories of faith, hope, and 
perseverance waiting to be shared. These stories can be a source of encouragement for 
those facing similar struggles, a beacon of hope for those navigating darkness, and a 
powerful reminder that we are not alone in our journey of faith. 

Over the next month, we will spend time recounting ñSalvation Storiesò - the sacred 
stories of faith.  We will look to both scripture and our faith community for stories that 
draw us in and help call us forward in faith.  I look forward to sharing together as God 
continues to tell our story, individually and collectively.  He is not done writing your 
story.  Letôs see what He has in store. 
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Illumination 
Youth Ministry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 7-11 ï Richmond Trip  

July 20 ï Richmond Trip Report at 
Ice Cream Social 

August 10 ï Promotion Sunday 
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Welcome our New Minister of Music, Cole Freeman! 

 
It is with great joy and excitement that we introduce our new Minister of Music, Cole 
Freeman! 
 
Please join us in offering a heartfelt congratulations to Cole and his family as he 
embarks on a new part of this journey with us. He will begin his work on July 13, 
following the birth of their son, Blake. We are incredibly blessed to have Cole lead our 
music ministry, and we look forward to the beautiful music and spirit he will bring to 
our worship services. 
 
An important thank you goes to the Personnel Committee.  Their effort was significant 
and our church has been blessed by the service of many people.   
 
Please take a moment to pray for Cole, Tori, and the entire family. 
 

FBCJST EventðWolfhardt Dinner Theatre 
 

On Saturday, August 23rd  the Jubilant Seniors will travel to the Wolfhardt Dinner 
Theater in Wytheville, VA .  The schedule includes  lunch and a matinee featuring 
music from the 50ôs and 60ôs. 
  
Schedule: 
8:30 am Arrive at FBCMH 
8:45 am Load Buses 
11:30 am Arrive at Wolfhardt 
12:00  Lunch 
1:30  Matinee 
3:30  Load Buses 
6:15  Arrive at FBCMH 
 
If you have any dietary restrictions, please advise Pam Surratt by email ASAPð
pdsurratt@gmail.com.  From the Jubilant Seniors Budget, we will contribute $30/
ticket, leaving $35 due from each Jubilant Senior.  Please make checks payable to 
FBCMH.  Registration ends on Sunday, July 20th after Worship. Questions?  Please 
see Jacquey Denison, Linda Smith, Nancy Wrenn or Pam Surratt 
 

Spiritual Gifts Corner 
 

Summer is upon us, and the work of your Spiritual Gifts Committee is heating up. 
Thereôs a lot that goes into being prepared for the new Church Committee and Sunday 
School year that starts September 1st. While the SGC is busy recruiting nominees to fill 
committee and officer vacancies, the Sunday School Director is busy confirming  
returning teachers and recruiting new teachers for classes of all levels. To have a 
church report complete with committees, officers, and teachers ready for a vote on 
August 3rd, there is much to do over the next two months. As always, the final recom-
mended report will be provided to the church in advance, so be on the lookout for a 
schedule of related activities this summer.  
 
In Christ, 
Your Spiritual Gifts Committee 



Thank you for an incredible 
VBS 2025! 
 
We had an incredible time at Bible School 
this week and we want to take a moment 
to give heartfelt thanks to everyone who 
helped make it possible. We had 100 kids 
registered and nearly 90 children were in 
attendance each day! Over 30 dedicated 
volunteers worked to make the week a 
success. From youth to college students to 
our treasured retirees and senior adultsð
it was a true picture of the church working 
together to show and share Jesus with our 
children and the children of our 
community. 
 
Our theme, True North, guided us to focus 
on Jesus as our constant and unchanging 
direction in life. 
 
We are deeply grateful for the many ways 
you, our church family, supported this 
ministryðthrough your time, your 
prayers, and your generous donations. 
Thank you for helping point our children 
toward the love of Christ. 
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