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Moving Back to Online Worship Only for January 

Due to the needs of our technology team, we need to move back online for the at least the month of January. 
With Taylor gone, we presently have only 2 people that can run our live stream, and one of them has to work 
some Sundays. This past week, the other person was told by their medical doctor in no uncertain terms that he 

cannot attend in person services. He can run a live stream if we go back to 
what we did before with just those folks needed for worship, but he cannot 
come if we are having even the limited number we have had.  

Until a vast majority of you can attend safely, our online service has to be our 
priority. For the next few months, the live stream is our only worship outlet 
for many, and we simply cannot have Sundays where we don’t have it.  

Honestly, we are already putting a great deal on our tech volunteers, and we 
are already going to be scrambling to do some things without Taylor. 

The good news is that we have had a good experience having in person 
worship services, and we are very glad we do not know of a diagnosed case 
from our services. This means our policies have been effective and give us a 

road map for the future.  

Taking this pause now will give us an opportunity to see if there is a bump in cases after the end of the holidays. 
We hope our numbers and the increasing numbers of vaccinations will allow us to restart in person soon. As 
Kendell preached on December 27th, we need patience in this time, and we are prayerfully optimistic as we can 
see the light at the end of the tunnel.  

Binge Reading the Bible 

Starting January 10th, Kendell’s sermon series is entitled “Binge Reading 
the Bible” as we explore major themes, divisions, and important passages 
of the Scriptures. We will have three reading plans: One a chapter a day 
(See page 3 for this), a longer one, and a large one for someone 
adventurous enough to read the entire Bible.  

Join us as we read a corpus of the Bible together in January and 
February! 



Binge Reading the Bible 

One of the beauties of streaming videos is the ability to binge watch a show. You can take a show and watch the 
entire season in a day or over a weekend. Now for those of us of a certain age, this is quite a wonder. Many of us 
remember the days when you really had to wait a week to know what happened to your favorite show. And if you 
missed an episode, you had to wait for it to come back in the spring or maybe the summer.  

However, the real great thing about binge watching a show is the ability to see the growth 
in characters or to see a complexity in the show that you might miss over time. Over the 
past few years, I have binge watched shows like The Office or Parks and Rec or Brooklyn 9-9, 
and I have really been able to see the character development that I missed in watching 
episodes 1 by 1.  

In January and February, we want to offer something similar when it comes to reading the 
Bible. One of the biggest mistakes we make in reading the Bible is to read a verse here or a 
verse there. We often miss the broader picture because we are just seeing it in snippets. 
And we so often do not see the narrative that the Bible is offering to us.  

We know January is a time when a lot of people make a commitment to read the Bible through in a year. For 
those who do this, it can be very powerful. However, most people only make it through the first few chapters 
before they give up. Like most New Year’s resolutions, most people barely make it into February.  

We want to try something different this year. We want to invite the congregation to enter the biblical story. We 
will offer three different reading plans. The first will be just a chapter or two a day to get a very broad picture of 
the different genres of the Bible.1 The second plan will feature reading entire books of the Bible to really get a feel 
of the narrative of the Scriptures.  

The third is an invitation to read the entire Bible. The third is not meant to be done in just January and February. 
If you read two chapters of the Old Testament and one chapter of the New Testament every day, you will finish 
the Bible in a year. For those who want to be adventurous and try to read the entire Bible in 2021, this is the best 
way to do it; however, we also invite those who would like to read the whole Bible to read whole books at a time. 
Read the Bible like your favorite novel; read the Bible as a book you can’t wait to finish.  

That is what we want for our congregation. We want people willing to read the Bible for the sake of hearing what 
God has for us. We want to be a congregation that listens for Jesus and his gospel message.  

I often think of the time I have spent in the last several years binge watching a show. And as I said, binge watching 
has helped me to see things in a show that I’d never seen before.  

How much more could I get out of the Bible if I approached it the same way? I have a friend who every month 
takes a day and reads the Gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John) from beginning to end as a narrative. It is his 
discipline to do this every month and he has been doing it for years. It takes him an entire day to read all four 
gospels. But they have become a true living word for him, and the times that I have done it that has been true for 
me as well. I invite you to join me as we try to do that with the entire Bible over the next few months. 

As the research shows, we generally don’t do well with the year-long commitments. Maybe we can do better 
thinking one month at a time. That’s our challenge. Will you join us? If to quote the great Baptist forefather of 
missions William Carey, “Expect great things from God. Attempt great things for God.” 

Grace and peace, Kendell 

1 Note: We are thankful for the reading plans in The Student Bible that we adapted for use in this series.  

Children’s Ministry and Youth Ministry on hold for a few weeks 

Due to the concern of increased COVID cases in early January, we plan to put a hold on Children’s Ministry and 
Youth Ministry meetings for a few weeks. We hope to resume the week after Martin Luther King. Jr. Weekend.  
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January Worship at a Glance 

January 3, 2021—2nd Sunday after Christmas; Dr. Kendell Cameron Preaching: John 1:(1-9) 10-18, “Let the 

Light Shine”   

January 10, 2021—1st Sunday after the Epiphany; Dr. Kendell Cameron Preaching: Deut. 6:4-9, “Binge 

Reading the Bible: The Law”  

January 17, 2021—2nd Sunday after the Epiphany; Dr. Kendell Cameron Preaching: 2 Chronicles 7:11-22, 

“Binge Reading the Bible: The Books of History”  

January 24, 2021—3rd Sunday after the Epiphany; Dr. Kendell Cameron Preaching: Psalm 1, “Binge Reading 

the Bible: The Books of Wisdom”  

January 31, 2021—4th Sunday after the Epiphany; Dr. Kendell Cameron Preaching: John 3, “Binge Reading 

the Bible: The Gospels”  

Binge Reading the Bible— Plan 1 
1-3 Chapter(s)/Day 

January 11 Genesis 12 
January 12 Genesis 27 
January 13 Exodus 3 
January 14 Exodus 20 
January 15 Leviticus 26 
January 16 Deuteronomy 4 
January 17 Joshua 2 
January 18 Ruth  
January 19 1 Samuel 3 
January 20 1 Chronicles 17 
January 21 1 Kings 18 
January 22 2 Kings 17, 22, 25 
January 23 Jeremiah 31 
January 24 Isaiah 40 
January 25 Psalm 1 
January 26 Psalm 22-24 
January 27 Psalm 51 
January 28 Proverbs 4, 10 
January 29 Lamentations 3 
January 30 Job 1, 38, 42 
January 31 Luke 2 

February 1 Luke 4 
February 2 Matthew 5-7 
February 3 Luke 10, 15 
February 4 John 5 
February 5 John 3 
February 6 Mark 15 
February 7 Matthew 28 
February 8 Romans 3 
February 9 Romans 8 
February 10 1 Corinthians 13 
February 11 1 Corinthians 15 
February 12 Galatians 3 
February 13 Ephesians 2-3 
February 14 Colossians 1 
February 15 Daniel 7, Mark 13 
February 16 Revelation 1-2 
February 17 Revelation 22 
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Gifts Given to the Building Fund… 

- In memory of Debra Montgomery by Peggy Griffin 

- In memory of Jim & Ruth Reed by Cindy Reed 

- In memory of Gene McClure by Martha McClure 

- In honor or Mary Jane Hinkle & Ginger McLean by Anonymous 

Gifts Given to Lottie Moon… 

- In memory of Gene McClure by Martha McClure 

Gifts Given to the Collier Scholarship Fund… 

- In memory of Bee Collier by Winton Products Company 

Gifts Given to the Bowden Scholarship Fund… 

- In memory of Tyler Herndon by Frances Bowden 

CONGRATULATIONS! 

Cayley Reese Sisk 

December 29, 2020 

8 lbs. 11 oz. - 23 inches long 

Everyone is doing well 

Congratulations to Connor, Allie & big sister Ava, and also Grandparents 

                                                   Steve & Paige Sisk and Great-Grandparents Bruce & Betty Hawkins! 

 

 

1- Shandi Botsko, Van Hawkins 12 - Maggie Pressley   23 - Scott Griffin 

2 - Katherine Choren   14 - Missi Fortsch, Chris Medlin 24 - Lancy Rhyne 

4 - Maryvan Blair   15 - Jackson Helton, Bob Winecoff 27 - Betty Hawkins 

5 - Lydia Elting   17 - Landon Helton   29 - Carolyn Snead 

6 - Amanda Choren, Keith Piercy 18 - Harper Allen   31 - Lisa Collier 

9 - Shay Lindsey   19 - Kaylee Flowers 

10 - Ricky Russell   20 - Amanda Haverty 

11 - Bill Flowers   21 - Bill Lindsey 

 

5 - Kendell & Jan Cameron 

12 - Richard & Linda Hawley 

21 - Corey & Lisa Rhyne 
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Thanksloving Thank You! 

A huge thank you to our church family who supported this year’s        

THANKSLOVING FEAST through their generous contributions.  To do this in the 

middle of a pandemic required assuming some level of risk which we tried very hard 

to mitigate by utilizing a much smaller work team, social distancing as much as      

possible, wearing masks, and only serving drive-thru style to-go meals.  Sometimes as 

Christians we must place  ourselves in vulnerable situations to serve those in need of food and hospitality.  To 

quote Debbie Posa’s response to a Facebook post about Thanksloving, “Hands and feet of Jesus.  Beyond     

Wonderful.” 

I personally want to thank those who responsibly assumed this risk to make Thanksloving possible.  We are most 

grateful for our chief chef, Aubrey Horton, and his sous-chef, Scott Griffin.  Without these two, we would be   

without the wonderful signature dressing and masterfully smoked turkeys.  Many years they have served and made 

this meal what it is!  Also, the workers who volunteered to fill the carryout plates, carve the turkeys, serve those 

through the drive-thru and clean up.  My heart is full with the sacrifice these individuals made to help make this 

year’s Thanksloving one of the MOST successful ever!  They are Rafik, Mandy, Karmen and Karlie Missak, Susan 

Greene, Wanda Holloway, Chris and Linda Piercy, Kendell Cameron, Amanda and Joe Haverty, Nick Greene, and 

last but not least, Morgan and Hunter Ealey.  The Ealey’s carried on the tradition of their dad, Ed, who not only 

helped us over the years but also kept us entertained with his many hilarious stories.  His memory is alive and well 

as we often reminisced of our good times and great laughs with Ed! 

This year we served over 450 meals!  The most EVER!  It was apparent that many were in desperate need of a hot 

meal.  Others greatly appreciated the love of our church family’s hospitality and the relief our simple plates       

provided their family during this unusually difficult year.  One elderly lady told me without this meal, she would be 

eating a frozen Stouffer’s dinner.   

Around 1:20 p.m., approximately 20 minutes after we began cleaning up, my son Chris was outside when a lady 

pulled up and asked if this was the church that provided free Thanksgiving meals.  She sadly expressed this was 

the first year she wasn’t able to provide a turkey for her family and was hoping to pick up six meals.  Chris told her 

we had finished serving food and were cleaning up but he would check to see if we had anything left.  She        

expressed gratitude for anything we could offer.  Little did he know, the serving crew had filled five to-go boxes 

with the last of our 52 turkeys, rice, gravy, and green beans (we ran out of dressing around 12:40 p.m.)  The five 

containers were heavily packed with food, and Chris noted the relief and gratitude in her face as he passed her the 

smoked turkey dinners.  Interestingly enough, no one else came after this final request for food.  God’s timing is 

perfect! 

As Ed would always say as he left you, “Love you! Mean it!” 

         Bill Piercy 



Worship At A Glance 
 

All services can be found on our You Tube 
page. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/results?

search_query=first+baptist+church+ mount+holly+nc 

First Baptist Church 
PO Box 385 Mount Holly, NC 28120 

704-827-2481 
 
Staff: 
Kendell Cameron, Senior Pastor, 704-214-1022 

kendell@fbcmountholly.org 
Cathy Holland, Music Associate 
Tori Freeman, Minister of Children, 

tori@fbcmountholly.org 
Kim Payne, Administrative Assistant, 

kim@fbcmountholly.org 
 
 
For the safety of our members, staff, and community, the 

Church Office is closed to visitors . If you call and leave 
a message at the church, the voice mails will go to the 
staff.  

 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

Staff Notes ... 

Please pray for the staff as Tori will be going on 

maternity leave in a few weeks. Many prayers to her 

and Cole! 

Also, play for Cathy as she will be working with the 

Pastor to arrange music for our services.  

https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=first+baptist+church+mount+holly+nc
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=first+baptist+church+mount+holly+nc

